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MAIDBOATS LTD.

(Dept. T.B.), FERRY YACHT STATION, THAMES DITTON, SURREY
Phone: 01-398 0271 (3 lines)

Nearly 100 holiday cruisers For Hire (2 to 10-berth) : Starting places in all parts of the country
CANALS, & RIVER THAMES,

@® A Superb Standard of Comfort @® Self Drive ® Novices Welcome

@® Baths @® Central Heating @® Diesel Engines

Please send for new Colour Illustrated Brochure

MANY NEW AND USED CRUISERS FOR SALE AND IN STOCK
at our BRINKLOW MARINA (between Rugby and Coventry). Main Dealers for Birchwood, Loftus
Bennett Glass-Fibre Cruisers; Johnson Outboards, Newage - B.M.C. Inboard Engines; Prettycraft

Dinghies
MOORINGS in Beautiful Surroundings
DIESEL . PETROL . GAS . REPAIRS . SLIPWAY . CHANDLERY

MAIDBOATS (Midlands) LTD.

BRINKLOW MARINA, STRETTON-UNDER-FOSSE ' WARWICKS, Phone: Paiiton 449

AND NOW OUR NEW MARINA on the Upper Thames at WALLINGFORD
) NOW OPEN )
MAIDBOATS (WALLINGFORD) LTD., Wallingford Marina, Wallingford, Berks
Telephone: Wallingford 2163

Jaint Line Cruisers

RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,
SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts

Flush Toilets

Transistor Radios

Hot Showers

Economical Diesel Engines

t
WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

X% b % X

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements




The Inland Waterways Association Ltd.
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH

Patrons: Margot Fonteyn and John Betjeman.

Chairman; Desmond Briscoe, Number One, Kingswood Creek, Wraysbury, Bucks.
Vice-Chairman, Lower Grand Union and Regents; Oliver Turner, 57 Fitzroy Road, N.W.1.

Joint Hon. Secretaries; Major Logan Brown, Oxford House, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex. Graham Paimer:
4 Wentworth Court, Wentworth Avenue, Finchley, N.3.

Hon. Treasurer; Mrs. Gladys Spratt, 57 Oxberry Avenue, S.W.6.

Hon. Editor; Miss Claire Johnstone, Willow Cottage, Timsway, Staines, Middx.

Hon. Social Secretary; James C. Street, 52 Moreton Street, S.W.1.

Hon. Press Secretary; Derek Clements, Lampkins, 24 Priors Road, Windsor, Berks.
Hon. Commercial Representative; Ernest Pull, 15 Campshill Road, Lewisham, S.E.13.
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From the Editor’s Cabin

I had intended to write a lengthy and serious Editorial for this issues; but I
find myself short of time, space and inspiration - danshiration that is o compress iy
ideas into $rnis small sopase iw the shork time left before this issue must go to the
printers, So iustead of a proper editorial, I snall fill this space with all the odd items
which have got left till the end. And I make no apology for not mentioning the Slough
Water Festival in this issue, except in passingj read your Programme, sent with this
issue of "Windlass™ and find out all about ite.

Congratulations to the Spratt family again, this time Colin and Pauline Spratt,
who have a baby boy, a brother for Mandy. Sorry there was no space to put this in last
monthe

The Association's General Secretary asked me to mention two things; the General
Office needs ladies to do secretarial work part time. Anyone interested should contact
Mr, Shopland directj,address above, Also a ladies black cardigan was left on our Boat
Show stand last January. Apply to Mr. Shopland if you think its yours,

The Branch is shortly adding to its list of publicationsj; a guide book
to towpath walks, Read all about it next month,

British Waterways Board's stoppages encroach rather more on the cruising
season. So get a copy (from them) and check up before plamning your holiday.

COVER PICTURE: Working hoats at Winkwell Locks Hugh McKnight Photography.



~—~Josher's Colummn~———————o——— —

] It has always been the purpose of this column to try to bring to light
details about the happenings on the waterway which otherwise might be submerged, to spot-
light certain important factors, and most of all to give you food for thought and action.
It is action I.want to deal with this momth: action on the grandest and most impressive
scale yet attempted by the waterway enthusiast, I mean of course the gargantuan Upper
Avon Project.

I don't think that even yet the sheer size of the problem that is being
faced has been fully realised, Consider what has to be done, A river navigation, derelict
for over 100 years has to be reconstructed completely from scratche From Evesham to :
Stratford hardly any of the original navigation works survive, those that do are not likely
to be of any use. Ten locks and weirs have to be constructed (not reconstructed or renovated)
More than 200,000 cu.yards of spoil will have to be dredged from the river - and disposed of,
Roads will have to be constructed to the outlying lock sites to allow access for the heavy
plants vegetation undisturbed for more than 100 years will have to be cleared. Perhaps most
vexing of all, the negotiations with the River Authorities, the Local Authorities, and the
riparian owners have been seemingly endless, and are still going on.

As was said about fhe flght of locks at Runcorn when it was builts "Truly
the work of giants®™. The only difference now on the Avon is that there is only one giant,
one driving force, one source of inspiration - David Hutchings.

For too long weh have been resting on the laurels of Stratford and Stourbridge;
we must now rise to the occasion, both in manual help and (perhaps most of all) money.
£250,000 takes & lot of raising. If it were not for the magnificent gesture by our anon-
ymous benefactor in promising £1000,000 if a similar sum could be raised externally, there
would be little point in starting at &ll. But is this fantastic display of faith to come to
nothing because of lack of support from us? I understand the funds so far accumulated fall
far short of the target. Will you - can you, help by supporting the appeal? If you have
lost the form sent out with "The Bulletin™ further copies are available from the Assoc-
iation's General Office.

Consider the implications. Successful restoration will prove to far more
than the local populace that we mean business, that we are not just a bunch of starry-
eyed preservationists. Successful restoration will realise the full-potential of the
Southern Stratford Canal. Successful restoration will pave the way for other extensions to
the systemy previously denied to us owing to our apparent lack of expertise.

k% %% %% %k k k%

Looking at Mr. Kinnersley's letter in the March 'Windlass™ , and whilst
appreciating that it would be unfair to attack on this page what is obviously a helpful
letter, I'would like to raise one peint "for discussion™. The fourth paragraph states in
comection with charges at boatyards ™inother point is that newcomers do not look only at
charges. I believe many newcomers will look for higher standards of service and facilities
than the traditional enthusiast (or do I mean the emthusiastic traditionalist) have tolerated or
or even enjoyed in many places so far®,

Whilst accepting the point made, I do feel that it raised a broader issue,
Simply, the appeal the waterways have for the public. I do not believe that the .future
appeal will lie in ecanals whichhave services and facilities (at least as far as the hol-
idaymaker goes) on a par with the ™world outside™. The appeal lies in the difference between
modern living and noise, and the quiet, rural, perhaps semi-primitive, life which gives
people time and opportunity to™get asway from it all® - now if ™t all®™ is going to come to
the waterways, where is the advantage?

I feel I should make it clear that the above remarks are based on the
premigse that the omenity side of the waterways is all that is being discussed.
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Number 10.

1. Proceeding north from Harecastle Tunnel, on which side is the turning for the
Macclesfield Canal?

2 How are the narrow boats which carry grain up the Grand Union loaded at Brentford?

3. Grand Union Locks; (a) what are the other change locks between Bremtford and Tring
Supmit besides the one at Boxmoor?;(b) How many locks have side ponds in this length?

. Where are (a) Thurne Mouthj(b) Heybridge Basin ?

5. Waterway organisations: what do these initials stand for; (a) N.B.C.C.: (b) A.W.C.C.?

Wychbold,

Answers please to John Dodwell, 19 Drill Hall Road,Chertsey,Surrey, by April 30th.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO.9,

1.

2.

Crookham Swing Bridge swingsj North Warmborough Lift Bridge lifts. Both are on the
Basingstoke Canal.

Birchills Junction,Netherton Basin and Wednesfield Junction have in common the fact
that they are all on the B.C.N. They have another thing in common tooj they are all
sites for the smal! rallies to be held in the week prior to the National Rally.
most
The two lighterage firms which use B.W.'s Brentford Dock are Thames & General and
K.Vokins,

People talking at an I.W.A. gathering about "Town" class and "Star"™ class would
almost certainly be discussing the classes of narrow boats built for the Grand Union
Canal Carrying Co., in the 1930's; e.g. "Alton" "Satellite",

Waterway organisations: S. & H.C.S. stands for the Surrey & Hampshire Canal Society,
very much concerned with the Basingstoke Canal. Membershipof 10/- a year can be
obtained from Mrs. F. Woolgar, 56 Connaught Crescent sBrookwood jWHoking,Surrey.
U.A.N.T. stands far the Upper Avon Navigation Trust, which, under David Hutchings
(of Stratford Canal estoration fame) is starting to restore the part of Shakespeare's
Avon between Evesham and Stratford "the missing link" . Donations will be gratefully
received at 10 Guild Street, Stratferd on Avon, Warks,

Grand Union Locks: Boymoor Change Lock is (Surprise,Surprisel) at Boxmoorino 6l
Bushes Lock is no. 50 at Northchurch.
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17th April
A.G.M & OFFICIAL FILM
OPERATION ASHTON

Notice is hereby given that the thirteenth
Amual General Meeting of the London & Home
Counties Branch of the Inland Waterways

Association Ltd., will be held on Thursday 17th.
of April at Cavell House, 2a Charing Cross Road,

at 7 for 7.30p.m. )
The Hon.Secretary and the following members of
the Committee retire in rotations Major Logan

Brown and Mr. James Street, and offer themselves

for re-election.Mrs.Gladys Spratt the Hon.

Treasurer retires by rotation and does nat offer

herself for re-election, and Mr. Rodney Pepper
wishes to retire at the A.G.M. Mr. Graham
Palmer wishes to relinquish the position of
Hon.Secretary. There has been one addition to
the Committee, this being Mr. Peter Heywood
who was co-opted during the year and offers
himself for election. There has been one
resignation, that of Mr. Hugh McKnight.

GRAHAM PALMER
JOINT HON. SECRETARY.

The Meeting will be followed by a show=-
ing of thc official film of Operation Ashton.

APRIL 13th. (SUNDAY) TOWPATH RAMBLE, from
Watford northwards. Meet outside Watford
Met, 1030a.m,, stop for lunch at Humton
Bridge.

MAY 11th. (SUNDAY) TOWPATH RAMBLE &long the
Basingstoke Canal from the "ey junction
probably as far as Brookwood. Stop for lunch
in Woking. Meet either at Waterloo Station
9.45 in time to catch the 9,53 train to
Byfleetand New Haw, or outside Byfleet
Station 1030a.m.

MAY 2lth.-26th. SLOUGH WATER FESTIVAL AND
RALLY OF BOATS. All details in/the Programme.

A
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\ ROUND THE WATERWAYS

MAY 3rd.-17th. CAMDEN FESTIVAL. See
separate item for details,

JULY 6th, (SUNDAY) (Not June 29th. as
previously ammounced elsewhere). Branch
trip on the Kenret & Avon Canal 15 mile
pourl on the paddle boat ¥Charlotte
Dundas®™. This is a date when she is due
to change base, and we shall be able to
cruise cfrom Pewsey to Devizes, leaving
Pewsey at lla.m. A halt will be made at
a convenient pub for lunch, and it is
hoped to provide tea in the afternoon if
this can be arranged, Accommodation is
limited for this first ever Branch trip

< on this section of the Kenret & Avon,

and early booking is advised. Tickets,
price 12/6 exclusive of tea which will
be extra if provided) from Tim Dodwell,

Please send S.a.c.

JULY 26th.=29th. NATIONAL RALLY AT
FARMBRS BRIDGE, BIRMINGHAM. A Royal
Rally, with H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh
as Rally Patron, Mini-Rallies will be
held during the week prior at Birchills
Junction, Netherton Basin, and Wednes-
field Junction,

Dates of Working Parties now appear on
the separate Working aParty Page.

THE WELFORD ARM.
koK 3ok k ok ok ok ok koK ko kok

The 0ld Union Canals
Society amnounces a Rally to celebrate the
recent re-opening of the Arm, It will take
place on May 17th.and 18th. at Welford
Wharf and the 'opening ceremony will be
attended by Sir Frank Price.Our Members
are assured the Society will give them a
warm welcome.

RIVER WEY.
Fik***%*%¥The National Trust announces
that for a period of about six weeks from



April 9th. the water level in the reach between
Unstead and S$t.Catherine's Locks will be lower=-
ed so that repairs can be carried out to the
weir at St. Catherine®s, known locally as the
MRiff Raff". Some reduction in water level is
also expected in the reach between St.Cather-
ines and Millmead Locks during this period.

The Wey Cruising Club will be holding
jheir Fitting Out Farty and Cruise on the 26th.
pril. The Cruise will leave New Haw Lock at
about 12 noon, and is expected to reach Guild-

ford Rowing Club at about 6p.m. where there
will be a party in the evening. Any members
cruising in the area are cordially invited to
Jjoin in.
Lock Mamming. It is planned once again to
operate the voluntary lock-maming scheme at
weekends, principally covering Pyrford Lock,
and including others at peak periods subject
to availability of volunteers. This will comm-
ence from the Whitsun weekend 2lith.-26thMay,
and continue until late September. It provides
an excellent opportunity for a pleasant day by
the river with a chance to perform a useful
gervice. NAMES PLEASE TO:- Martin Steiner,
I Arundel Cardens, Winchmore Hill,Lendon,N.2%.
Telephone 01-886-388);.

TIM DODWELL.

The swing bridge prob-
lem at the eastern end of the Kemnet which was
reported previously as possibly causing a hold-
up to restoration plans, are at present a def=-
inite, if +temporary, block. The Ministry of
Transport has stated that no further extension
of the Kemnet & Avon eastern "cruiseway' section
will take place becausd opening of the bridges
would cause delay to lorries carrying materials
from the south to the Ml construction sites.
When the motorway is completed it is thought
that the new feeder roads, which can incorpor-
ate new bridges with adequate headroom (they
will have to cross the railway in any event).
will take over as the main traffic routes from
the south, and the roads carried by the swing
bridge will be reduced to minor importance,
but this will be some time ahead.

In the meantime the Kennet & Avon Cansal
Trust and the I.W.A. are not accepting the
Ministry viewpoint lying down, and a meeting
with the Ministry and Berkshire County Council,
who had already voted to support the restor-
ation scheme financially, to see what could be
done,

On the centre section the "Charlotte
Dundas'" uis due to begin regular operation at
Easter. To cover the section fully the base

will be switched between Devizes,Honey
Street and Pewsey. Details of charter
trips and scheduled runs are available
from Mr. R. Dunsdon,52 Devizes Road,
Swindon,Wilts.(Please send s.a.e.) For
details of the proposed Branch trip in
July, watch the 1list of forthcoming events
in future issues of ™indlass™,

TIM DODWELL.

THE REGENT*S CANAL DOCK.
Sk ok ok o ok o o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

British Waterways
Board announced on February 9th. that they
will terminate the loading gqnd unloading
facilities for shipping at the Regent's
Canal Dock by May of this year. They stated
that over the last ten years the number of
ships handled had dropped from about 25 per
week to two. This decline must have been
very rapid in 1968, for which detailed
figures are not yet available, because the
number of shipping departures in 1962
was recorded as 07, ecompared with 388 or
about 7% per week, in 1967. However, the
actual shipping tonnage handled showed a
greater decline, from 210,000 tons in 1962
to 160,000 tons in 1967,

The decision came as a great disapp-
ointment , particularly since the Board's
1967 Annual Report also recorded a working
surplus for the Dock of £1};,000, compared
with a deficit of £20,000 in 1966.However
the 1967 Report did warn of "additional
problems in 1968", The Board said they had
approached a number of shipping lines
regarding their possible use of the Dock,
but without success. There has also been
virtually no use of the facilities for
discharging direct from ship to canal
craft in London in the past few years. Much
of the former trade to the Dock now passes
Harwich, Ipswich and Felixtowe, using the
new roll-onyroll-off ferries, or through
the new container port of Tilbury.

The Board have ammounced that the
Dock entrance lock to the River Thames
will continue in use as before. It will
remain open for the use of commercial and
pleasure craftpassing between the Thames
and both the Regent's Canal and the River
lee via the Limehouse Cut now directly
joined to the Dock. It is also understood
that warehouse facilities will continue
to be available lighterage firms using
the Dock. Could it be here that the Dock
could continue to have a future?



A recent press announcdment gave news of

one of us making a little more effort than

the revolutionary msw LASH carrier, or Lighter just paying our subscriptions, and reading
Aboard Bhip; a 43,000 ton ship that will carry, 'Windlass", even in little ways.

as the cargo, 73 L0O ton barges. Withoutthe
need to dock, the LASH will swing the barges
overboard, which will then be towed away by
"pusher™" tugs. Two such 20 knot ships and 500
supporting barges will be available from
September this year and the service will call
at the Medway on the way from New Orleans to
Rotterdam. The British agents have already
expréssed the hope that the barges can be
tugged from the Medway as far up the River
Thames as Brentford. For a shipment from St.
Louis, 1000 miles up the Mississippi, to
Duisburg in Germany a time of only 19 days
has been quoted and at lower rates than by
any other means. Even if our canals camot
accommodate these barges, let us hope +that
at least they will be encouraged to use the
River Thames and save London streets, in
particular, from the ever increasing congestion.
But whatever the commercial future of
‘the ten acre Regent's Canal Dock, its use by
pleasure craft should not be in doubt. London
has almost no facilities for non-tidal moor-
ings, for either visiting or home-based sea~
going yachts. For inland craft the Dock is
centrally placed between London's rivers and
London's canals and is about midway between
two exciting new developements, the Lee
Valley Regional Park and the Woolwich-Erith
Riverside Project, both of which make exten-
sive use of existing navigable waterways.
0.S. TURNER.

ACTIONY
e e Following recent visits to Stratford
on Avon and Harvington I have been re-reading
"Narrow Boat" for tne twentyteenth time, in
which the Upper Avon is described as umnavig-
able and the South Siratford gently moulder-
ing away. Today the Swuth Stratford has been
won back and the Upper Avon is now in the
long and arduous process of being made fit
for boats once more.

Others such as the Stourbridge, have also
been won back, while more; such as Well Creek
on the Middle Level, are threatened. Others
yet again have still to be rescued -~ the
Basingstoke is one., It is entirely due to
the enthusiasm and sheer hard work of
volunteers that so much has been accomplished.
A thriving Association is one in which all of
its members take an interested and active
part, Funds are limited, numbers are smllj
but these limitations can be overcome by each

¢

Ask your local library to buy each
waterway book as it is published- most
librarians welcome suggestions for pur=
chases, If you don't own a boat but hire
one for the holidays, fly the Association
burgee; you may have a car, but do you
sport the I.W.A. car badge? Do you tell
your local newspaper about your cruises?
they may be interested., Never neglect any
opportunity, however insignificent- of
gaining good publicityfor our cause, And
if no other acXivi’by appeals to you, come
to the Branch nnual General Meeting and
say what you think ought to be donel

‘_ GORDON WEBB.

CAMDEN AND THE WATERWAYS.
sk o o ok e o sk ok oK 3k ok ok oK sk ok Kook K ok ok ok ok ok k
The London Borough of Camden
holds an annual festival which brings
together the amateur and professional
artistic interests of the citizens of the
Borough. This year the London & Home Counties
Branch is co-operating with the St. Pancras
Civic Society and the Regents Canal Group
to publicise the Regents Canal, and to
show what can be done with the canal today.
Two illustrated talks will be given as
part of the "Fringe Events™ of the Fest-
ival, each from 7.30=9.30p.m. in the Kent-
ish Town Librarys=- .
Friday 9th.May, "London's Canals"™ by
Oliver Turner,Branch
Vice-Chairman,
Friday 16th.May,"Camden and the Regents
Canal" by Raymond Harris,
A.A.Dipl., F.R.1I.B.A.
From May 3rd. to 17th. there will also
be a Photographic Exhibition and Display
during library hours on weekdays. We want
to have Branch Members present to help
distribute literature and to answer quest-
ions, Will any Members who can help,either
during the day, particularly on Saturdays,
or during the evenings please contact
Mrs. Diana Gurney, 31 St. Mark's Crescent,
Lordon, N.W.1l, fphone GULiver 7268.
0.S. TURNER.
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RIVER LEE AND REGENT'S CANAL. LOCK OPENING TIMES, SUMMER 1969.
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British Waterways Board Have again consulted with the interested
cruising clubs and with the Branch about their special opening times to facilitate the
passage of craft between the River Lee and the Regent's Canal, This the third year of these
special openings and it is hoped that it will soon be found possible to open at least the
Regent's Canal and Hertford Union manually operated locks at all times, following the
example of the Hanwell Flight, which is not now locked.

The times below include both the normal Sunday openings, from
March 3lst. to October 26th. in addition to the special times, to facilitate use by readers,
Note that all locks are closed Bank Holidays unless stated.

RIVER LEE.
01d Ford. Normal opening; Mon.-Fri, 6a.m. to 8p.me
e Sate Basme t0 6.poms
Special opening; Sunday, July 20th. and Monday September lst.ljpm.to 8pm,
Tottenham, Stonebridge, Pickets End, Ponders End.
Normal openings Mon.-Sat. S8a.me to 6,30p.m.
Special openingy Sundays April 27th.; May 25th.3 June 8th. 22nd. 3
July 6th. 20th.; August 3rd.17th.3lst.; September llith.
28th.s October 12th.; 12 noon to hp.m.
Bank Holiday Mondayss May 26th. and September lst.
12 noon to Lp.m.

REGENT'S CANAL AND HERTFORD UNION.
A11 locks, Normal openings Mon.-Fri, 8a.m. to 5.p.m. Saturdays 8a.m. to 12 noon.
Special openingj Same dates as for River Lee, lip.m. to 8p.m.
Hertford Union, 0ld Ford,Sturts, City Road .
Special openingj; Saturdays June TthejdJuly 12th.; August 9the;
September 6th. 12 noon to 5p.m.
Kentish Town, Hawley, Hampstead Road.
Normal openings;{in addition to all locks above)Fri. & Sat.
5pems to 8pem, Sunday, 8a.m. to lla.m.5pm to 8p.m,
Special opening; Sundays May llth.June 22nd.and July 20th.
lla.m. to Sp.m.

B.W.B. TIDAL LOCKS.

Grand Union Canal ,Bremtford. Mon.,-Fri, During the period éam. to 6pm. lock 100
and bam to 10pm. Lock 101, two hours before to three
hours after high water.

Sat. & Sun. During the period 6am to 1lOpm.Locks 100
and 101, two hours before to two hours after high
water.

Regent's Canal Ship Lock, River Lee Bow Locks.

According to tidej exact times before and after high
water cannot be given, as the opening times vary with
individual tides, Intending users should check with
B.W.B. (Dock:790-3lllis Bows 987-5661).

0.S. TURNER.



Working
Party

Page

SUNDAY APRIL 13th. SLOUGH ARM,

Meet at Mansion Lane Bridge (by the
Iver Boatyard) 10a.m.

This is a joint working party with
the G.U.C.S. in preparation for the Slough
Water Festival and Rally of Boats. Here we
have to prove that this is a WANTED waterway,
not only by holding a successful Rally, but
also by completing the task of improving the
physical condition of the canal for the benefit
of walkers and anglers, so that it becomes a
DESIREABLE waterway.

The specific objects on this occasion
will be to clear and level the Rally Site, cut
back towpath hedges, and clear debris from the
channel - all essential for the success of the
Rally,

We need a good turn out to get the
work done, so bring your axes ,saws yshovels,
grapnels and waders if you have them, Trans-
port available from Slough Station by prior
arrangement with Graham Palmer.,

MAY 10th.-1lth.

UPPER AVON.

This is the "Number One¥

restoration project in the coumtry,

actually under way at the present time.
The Londomn WPG was one of the first large
groups to go and help - we think we set
a record. By May substantial work on the
lock sites should be well under way; help
us to set the record again with a record
attendance. If you count yourself a
waterways enthusiast you can't afford not
to take part in "Open up the Avon" by
giving it your support to the maximum of
your ability.

Details for this visit from Graham
Palmer,

++4++++4’¢+++++*+++++++++++++++++++++'P*-I»

A MYSTERY !
T Reports have reached us of an
I.W.A. working party group cutting back
overgrowth on the G.U. towpath near
Coppermill Lock, on February 15th.

No official working party was
scheduled for this date.

If anyone knows anything about
this, would they please contact Graham
Palmer , address below, as soon as poss-

tble.,

++++++++++++++¢+++++++++++++#+++++++++++

MORE HELP WANTED ON THE AVON.

Help is urgently needed at
Harvington, as the base must be ready by
May when the equipment arrives. This is
an emergency calls don't wait +ill the
scheduled May working party; get over
there as often as possible, Further
information from Graham Palmer.,

Active...or apathetic ?

If you are prepared to work for the
future of our waterways - - - Read

Navvies Nolebook

Subscription for twelve months 5/

post free

from G.Palmer 4 Wentworth Court,Wentworth Ave, N.3
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A Visit to
THE MIADDER VALLEY

by GORDON WEBb

After the Rally at Reading "September Song™ made her way upstrean agaimst the
Thames Curremt, and instead of going through the lock at Clifton, took the weir stream
which branches off to the lefte.

The stream winds along in a lost and lonely fashion for the next three wuarters
of a mile, and is deep enough for quite large cruisers. Gladys and I navigated to the
Plough Inn and tied up at the private landing stage belonging to the landlord, and walked
up through the garden for drinks. The inn serves the village of Long Wittenham, and we
walked along the High Street, past Robert Gibbings' cottage, and came upon a whole new
waterway; one which is navigable for all kinds of craft, and which has not yet been spoilt
by "developement".

Arriving at Madderport, whose old buildings are attractively grouped about the
wharves, the towpath may be reached by going down the ramp near the dock office, at the
back of the railway terminus. Or steps lead down to the towpath just by the town bridge
opposite the China Clipper Inn. The towpath is in good order throughout (no working parties
needed herel) and, in fact, the whole navigation is very creditably maintained. Nearly on
the outskirts of the town is an old house with boat house and landing stage, and as the last
buildings are left behind you come to-the only lock on the river, attractively situated
beside the Moonrakers Inn. The lock is very similar in construction to those Thames locks
above Osney, The proprietor of the inn runs a river-side tea garden, and it would be
pleasant to sit here watching the boats come round the rather acute bend and through the
locke.

A small stream comes in mearby and there are a number of skiffs, randans, and
such, moored by the boat house used by the local rowing club. Now the river winds past Much
Madder railway station, past the inevitable rubbish dump and past a boat builder's yard,
where there was a cabin cruiser on a launching trolley at the head of the slipway. There
is also one of those wonderful old white weatherboarded water mills, fed by another little
stream running into the main channel.

Just near the mill the railway branches into two lines, one of which crosses
the river by a hand operated bridge, which must be swung to allow the passage of any craft
with more than three feet briggage. Application must be made to the railway authorities,
but as trains are very few in number nowadays, no trouble is usually experienced. Around
another acute bend is the most favourite spot for picnics - Temple Island- although it is
rather overgrown; but there is a ruined Doric temple (erected by Brigadier Sir Jasper
Gammon-Hogge) which looks most fetching by moonlight; a ghostly if romantic spot}

Now the valley narrows and the hills begin to close in; the river passes
behird a brickfield, while the railway clings to the side of the hills, passing through a
tunnel and across a trestle bridge at head-spinning height, There is quite an intimidating
waterfall which forms an effective bar to further navigation, Up the hill the small market
town of Gammon Magna sheltering in the shadow of the walls of a ruined castle, hard by the
Red Lion, and where there are many old houses to gaze at, or you can, if time is mnot too
pressing, walk all the way back to the Plough Imn at Long Wittenham,

As far as I can gather few inland waterways enthusiasts have seen this valley,
but those of you who have been to Long Wittenham by water may well be wondering where it is.
Turn right along the High Street, when you come out of the Plough,and a few hundfed yards
along the High Street you come to“the Pendon Museum of Transport.

There you will find the Madder Valley - in fascinating miniature - and all those
pubs,mills, boathouses,castles, houses, river,lock,hills and railway which I have tried to
describe ,reproduced most beautifully and faithfully to the scale of | millimetres to the
foot, which brings out the average model human figure to just under an inch. And the whole
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valley can be found occupying a space no larger than 18ft. by 11ft.

It was built, over the space of about thirty years, piece by piece, by the late John
Ahern, and where miniature railways are spoken of, is internationally famous. I hope you will
g0 a.nd see it. The Museum is open in the summer months on Saturdays and Sundays at 3p.m. and
an illustrated brochure can be obtained by writing to Roye England, Pendon Museum of Transport
Long Wittenham, Berks., by whose courtesy I am able to reproduce the photograph. ’

CRUICKESHANE. REYS & JUDE

Estate Agents, Town Planning Consultants, Surveyors & Valuers
16, HIGH STREET TRING HERTS TEL TRING 34334

MARSWORTH, TRING, 3 MILES.

INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED CONTEMPORSRY HOUSE
WITH 150FEET FRONTAGE TO GRAND UNION CANAL.
3/, BEDROOMS, FIRST FLOOR LOUNGE WITH BALCONY.
STUDY, KITCHEN/DINING ROOM,BATHROOM,CLOAKROOM,
LAUNDRY ROOM.CEILING ELECTRIC HEATING.

GARAGE FOR TWO CARS. JUST OVER = ACRE.

PRICE...£10,500... FREEHOLD.
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Letrens to the Editor

Lewisham, S.E. 13,
March 15th.1969,

Dear Editor,

How refreshing was the second part of Josher's Column (March Edition,Page 2)
the need to "™THINK ON™ now is so vital, for where are we going with our camals now that
the basic network is secure?

' The word "Cruiseways" fills me with horror, can Josher's vision of ™hot-dog
and ice-creams vendors™ be far away now? Have we fought for and created a Broads like
set-up? In a few years time will the ice~cream vendors do a flourishing trade at Bulbourne
to the queue of pleasure boats waiting to descend Mafas flight?

The unique atmosphere of our canals is difficult to describe - heaven
forbid that they become fully commercialized pleasure-boat wise, or that atmosphere will
vanishe It seems that having saved a basic network, converted them from canals to
"eruiseways" (how I hate that word) we are in the process of destroying the charm of the
canals and creating something of the packed Broads nature.

Is this what we want? .

Pleasure cruising will continue to grow, of course, but a large part of
canal charm is surely the working boat. It is the working pair, designed for the canal,
that distinguished a canal from a "cruiseway"™. Beautiful and remote though the Oxford
Canal certainly is, the absence of working boats detracts from its wonderful charms.

We all know and have debated the difficulties of the working boats and
their small payload, but nevertheless in spite of all the gloomy forecasts dating from
1948 they still exist and work in the economic nightmare of 1969. As long as they do a
-canal will be a canal rather than a "cruiseway",

I personally would like to see the I.W.A. do more to encourage and help
the commercial carriers, for as pleasure boa§ing increases so do their problems. When the
last pair ceases to operate we will have lost our canals, and ‘replared them with something
else which I think Josher sees in his worst nightmares, i

Yours sincerely,
R.T. PUTNAM,

Baling, We5e
March 16the1969 «

Dear Miss Johnstoneg

) Josher's column in the Mareh issue of ™indlass™ reveals the trucu-
lent style of writing that has characterised public statememts of spokesmen for the I.W.A.
since its earliest days. We ought nmot to be engaged in a war, even one of. words; we ought
to be presenting a rationally constructed, reasonably argued. and above all factual case
fer the retertion and appropriate developement of all inland waterways.

"Wewsre all being turned inte pre-digested,; processed ,pigein-holed °
cellophane -wrapped automatons™; writes Josher. Were we? What s 8ll of us? "Faceless
Miniens of the Ministry™. A phrase nicely calculated to lose us any friends we may have in
that quarter.Does Josher know of any propesals to build bingo halls (with or without garish
lighting) along any stretch of capal in this ecountry?

' : The same issue carries a letter from Mr. D.J.Kimnersley of B.W.B. in
which he makes the point that newcomers to canals may expsot services of a higher standard
than those to which we are accustomed; he is, I think, quite right. In any eventsdevelope-~
ment of the canals and their environs is bound to comtime. I weloome this kind of letter
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frem the Board, a discussion letter, as Mr. Kimersley calls it, and if this kind of imter-
change of ideas is to continue, we must create an atmosphere of mutual trust and understand-
ing. This is exactly what Josher's article fails to do. I react to it with despair and gloom,
and the aim of our Association is to dispel such emotions,

Yours sincerely,
GRAHAM A, HARE.

Truly one man's meat is another's poison.- Editor.
London, S.W.l.
February 1llth.

Dear Editor,

Thank you for sending me my first issue of the Windlass - very interesting.
While I whole heartedly support your wishes for a reciprocal licensing arrangement, I
think you are being a little hard on that much maligned body, the British Waterways Board.
The construction of a marina at Banbury appears to me a very positive and welcome assur-
ance of maintenance on the Oxford Canal, and by choosing the middle I would hope they were
attracting traffic from both ends. I took a party in a narrow boat from Willow Wren last
year over the whole length of the Oxford, and noted amongst other things that the swing
bridge at the Southern end appears to be open more than one would be led to believe, as
there is a marked decline in rail traffic, and several boats were using that part of the
canal south of the Duke's Cut. There is no shortage of water here, and the locks are in
good condition. I agree that vigilance is necessary, but I think we should give credit
where it is due, and encourage the developement of this fine waterway.

Yours sincerely,
JOHN FOSS.

THE EDITOR WRITES: My intention, in the editorial of February, was to query the wisdom

of a giant marina one day's travel from Oxford ¢(hardly the middle}. A smaller project,

in Oxford, or at Thrupp, would enable another smaller project to be constructed on a water-
way which badly needs facilities and the use which the bringing of facilities would encou=-
rage, After all it is as silly, when there is very little jam, to try and make it cover
the whole loaf as it is to put it all on in omne dollop right where the butter is thickest.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT. ) . .
IRELAND, Room for one wor- two more on all or part of exfensive cruise of River
Shannon and Grand Canal, first three weeks June. J. Ransom, 5 West Pembroke Court,
Pembroke Place, London, W.8,

TAKE A CRUISE FOR YOUR

PARTY OUTING

hire

ADVENTURESS

Trips from 15—4 hours through the lovely
Stort Valley. Fully Licensed. Refreshments.
Sunshine roof, sidescreens if wet. Toilet on

board.
Coupled with set meals in the Old Granary
if required.
s.a.e. LEA & STORT HIRE CRUISES,
Littie Hallingbury Mill, Nr. Bishop's Stortford, -
Herts. 3

Bank Protection Steel Piling
Asbestos Bulkheading Wet Docks
Landing Stages  Slipways  Dredging
Landscaping Planting Schemes, etc.
RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery

Est. 1907 Sunbury-on.'r]mmes Tel ~313:,
Illustrated brochure on request




CANAL PLEASURECRAFT (Stourport) LTD.

STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. Tel: 2970

Established in 1950 and the ﬁrst(;t'd""design and build Motor Cruisers
especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network.

2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire From Stourport and Stone
% Closed-circuit Keel Cooling % Electric Shaving point
% Hot water to all cabins % Large Refrigerator

% .Large fully opening windows % Formica Surfaces

% Gas cooking with oven and grill % Electric Lights

% Pye Transistor built-in radio % Dunlopillo Cushions

Illustrated Brochure on request

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO BUY: “THE DITCHCRAWLERS COMPENDIUM”
better known as THE ENGLISH CANALS SERIES: Part I: “A Concise History”
is just that plus |3 line drawings and 8 pages of photographs.

Part Il: “Engineers & Engineering” is equally well illustrated, but deals with the
great men who built our waterways and tells how they did it.

Both available at 15/- plus 8d. postage from The Oakwood Press, Tandridge Lane,
Lingfield, Surrey.

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT

BASIN END . NANTWICH . CHESHIRE
The ideal place to start from—2 -6 berth specially buiit hire boats.

All communications to:-

S. C. CUMMINS LTD.,
Boat and Coachbuilders,
MARTIN STREET,
OFF EARLE STREET,
CREWE.

€¢ - 59
Snipe
BOAT TRAILERS

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10fc. to 28ft. in length.

80B De-Luxe

Capaci_ty length 16it,
“Capacmy weight 800 1bs £52.19.6

Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

Tile frame

Capacity Length 17ft, ” A
Capacity Weight 10 cwe Q@ /
£94.10.0 J I

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.

Telephone: Brownhills 2565




ENJOY A HOLIDAY AT HOMER "/

MARINER CANA

Our new Hire Fleet is
available this season
on the Oxford Canal

Cruise on the placid waters of the
OXFORD CANAL at AYNHO this year—
it is probably the most beautiful stretch
of the inland waterways in Britain. Our
MARINER Cruisers can be relied upon
to give perfectly safe, simple and
effortless cruising. Particular attention
has been devoted to providing all home
comforts and you will be surprised at
the 'big-ship’ feeling below decks. Both
cruisers are basically the same in
design and have 6ft headroom through-
out. They are fitted with PERKINS
4-107 diesels for economical cruising.
A special refinement is our Hydrostatic
Marine Drive fitted with a special weed-
trap compartment to facilitate easy
removal of propeller obstructions while
afloat. The Galley has a cooker,
refrigerator, stainless steel sink and
ample working space.

I. CRUISER 31ft (4/5 berth) and 43ft Bin. (8 herth)

SEND FOR COLOUR BROCHURE ON THE MARINERS Write to
AND DETAILS OF OUR CRUISING HOLIDAYS

Cliff
Parsons

WA
s m MORGAN GILES LIMITED
THE SHIPYARD: TEIGNMOUTH DEVON Tel. Teignmouth 1407/8

Do you
recognise
her?

oo & she is a fine Broads cruiser as used by one of the best Norfolk yards and
one of our fleet (two, three, four and six berth) cruising Irish waterways. Our boats
travel the Grand Canal, Barrow and Shannon. Our rates are reasonable and you
have no travelling expenses after Dublin, as free transport is laid on to our base.
Our broad clear canal has only 24 locks in the 80 miles from Lucan (our base) to the
Shannon.  You'll meet the nicest people and have the holiday of a lifetime. Why
not write now for a free brochure to

Phone: 301511 & 302310

JOY LINE CRUISERS LTD. - 18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7

Published by The London and Home Counties Branch of the .W.A. Ltd.




